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INTRODUCING 


The Rev, Joseph E. Uncle, D.D., who 
will be South Jersey District Superintendent for 
the Temperance League of New Jersey starting 
September 23, is now pastor of the Port Eliza- 
beth and Cumberland Methodist Churches. Born 
in Philadelphia and spending most of his boy- 
hood in Browns Mills, N. J., he attended Pem- 
berton High School where he played football and 

aia} baseball but found time 
bay Pie” to be active in the home 
, town Methodist Church. 
He started teaching in 
the Church School at the 
age of 15, and became 
acting Superintendent of 
the Church School at 20, 
serving as Superinten- 
dent for ten years before 
entering the full time 
ministry, 

Since 1936 Mr. Uncle has held a Local 
Preacher’s License in the Browns Mills Quar- 
terly Conference. Completing his studies for 
the ministry in 1945 he was ordained by Bishop 
Fred P. Corson, 

Before coming to Port Elizabeth Mr. 
Uncle served the churches at Cookstown, Green- 
ville and Herbertsville, Cliffwood and Union 
Beach, Whitesville, Pleasant Grove and Cass- 
ville and New Gretna. 

Mr. Uncle is married to the former Miss 
Dorothy Harker of Browns Mills, They have five 
children: Janet Lois Uncle of Browns Mills, Mrs. 
Robert W. Roehrich of Van Hiseville, N. J., and 
J. David, 13, Jonathan F., 11, and Mark D., 6, 
who live at home, 

Mr. Uncle has studied at Ursinus College, 
Williamsport Dickinson, (Lycoming), Temple 
University, Rutgers University, Newark and 
Trenton State Teachers Colleges and the Neo- 
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tarian College of Philosophy. He holds the De- 
gree of Doctor of Divinity and at present is 
doing specialized work with the University of 
Los Angeles, Brentwood College, toward another 
degree. 

The address of the South Jersey office 
and residence of Mr. Uncle is 419 Sassafras 
Street, Millville, The district is comprised of 
Atlantic, Camden, Cape May, Cumberland, 
Gloucester and Salem Counties, 

Many pastors have in the past, complained 
that because the League office is in Newark, 
South Jersey has not had the attention to which 
it was entitled. The Executive Committee feels, 
with Mr. Uncle residing in and being specifi- 
cally responsible for the southern area, the 
League will be in a better position to serve 
pastors and churches of that section than it has 


for quite some time, 
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PENNSYLVANIA SCHOOL 
OF ALCOHOL STUDIES 


The Thirteenth Annual Session of the 
Pennsylvania School of Alcohol Studies was 
held July 22-26, 1957 at Juniata College, The 
Rev. Joseph Uncle, new Superintendent of the 
League’s South Jersey District, was one of 
those in attendance. Mr. Uncle reports: 

‘Major Clayton Wallace, Dean of the 
school in his orientation lecture, revised from 
44 million to 5 million the number of alcohol- 
ics in the United States. 

‘‘The Catholic point of view was repre- 
sented by Father John C. Ford, S. J. who stated 
‘The alcoholic has a threefold sickness of 
mind, body, and soul, The alcoholic is spirit- 
ually bankrupt.’ 

‘*Dr, Martin Kessin, of the C, Dudley Saul 
Clinic, Philadelphia, reported success in about 
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Editorial 
CHURCH SERVICES 


An essential need, if the Temperance 
League of N. J. is to be able to take advantage 
of every opportunity to further the temperance 
ministry, is the holding of more League ser 
vices in the various churches throughout the 
state. 

Only as people are informed as to the ser- 
fousness of the situation arising from the use 
of alcoholic beverages will they appreciate the 
need for an aggressive, sound temperance pro- 
gram, 

Only as people learn of the success of 
League efforts and of the methods used will 
they be willing to share in the needed support 
of such a ministry. 

During the month of July pastors of four- 
teen churches arranged for a representative of 
the League to bring the message at a morning 
worship service. Approximately 2000 persons, 
many for the first time, were challenged to do 
something about one of the most capable tools 
the devil has at his command, The response 
was such that in spite of what is ordinarily an 
off season, and even though our July expendi- 
tures were unusually heavy, we experienced 
only a small deficit. 

Mr. Pastor and Christian friend, the 
League should have forty services a month, 
Though your church may te small or large we 
shall be most grateful for the opportunity to 
contact members of your congregation. 

Do you agree there is an alcohol problem? 
Are you willing that your people should know 





and help in what is being done by the church 
through the League in seeking a solution to the 
problem? If so, then plan for a League service 
at an early date, 

The liquor traffic would see the League 
destroyed, In closing church doors to League 
representatives the church can do for the liquor 
traffic what it will never accomplish in its own 
strength. 
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bara Lewis, your secretary's 
displays highway sign. 


augnter, 


Enthusiasm for the Temperance Highway 
Sign project is keen, Many friends ofthe League 
have offered the use of locations for the post- 
ing of one of these attractive reminders. 

Because a permit for the erection of each 
sign must be secured from the state we have 
not as yet been able to place as many as we 
would have otherwise. We do, however, have 
confidence that before long most of the applica- 
tions will be approved, 

One fact is evident, Unless we hear from 
certain areas some counties will not have one 
sign posted, Thus far, Passaic, Union, Morris, 
Atlantic and one or two other counties are 
among those from which we have had no word, 
So again we say, pastors, property owners or 
anyone, your help in finding a location for a 
sign will be appreciated. And if your Sunday 
School, Men’s Class or WSCS would underwrite 
the $30 cost of one sign, that too would be a 
great help. 


LEST WE FORGET 


Rev. John R, Moffett, editor of a prohibi- 
tion paper called Anti-Liquor, was murdered at 
Danville, Va., on the night of November 11, 
1892, because of his open hostility to the 
saloons, The wretch who performed this cow- 
ardly deed, J. T. Clark, an ex-barkeeper and a 
member of the whisky ring, was convicted only 
of manslaughter and sentenced to five years by 
a jury of whisky sympathizers. 
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BILL GRAHAM INFLUENCE FELT 
BY NEW YORK TAVERNS 


The success of the Billy Graham crusade 
in New York City has been evidenced in many 
ways, There were, however, those who were 
only too glad when the last hymn had been 
sung, the last sermon preached and the last de- 
cision for Christ had been made, 

During the crusade, saloons around Madi- 
son Square Garden had a slack season, At the 
height of the campaign the Associated Press 
reported ‘‘Whatever Billy Graham is reviving 
it’s not the tavern trade.’’ 

To one reporter a bartender complained, 
‘Things are dead, It’s the same all up and 
down the avenue,’’ 

Even though this writer found crowds 
swarming the streets before and after the meet- 
ings the taverns were noticeably empty. Bar- 
tenders appeared busy polishing glasses that 
did not need polishing and wiping bars that did 
not need wiping because bar stools were empty. 

Said one tavern head, ‘‘When there’s a 
fight or hockey game or anything else at the 
Garden, we’re packed, But this————— .”’ And 
he shook his head sadly. 

About 2000 years ago a similar situation 
existed in the City of Ephesias, One, Demetrius, 
a silver smith, found fault with Paul because 
the preaching of the gospel was not good for 
business. And so wherever the gospel is 
preached with power there are those who would 
be glad to silence the witness because ‘‘it’s 


not good for business.’’ 
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Pennsylvania School of Alcohol Studies 
(continued from page 1) 


40% of the cases of alcoholism treated, He 
stated the average age of those on ‘Skid Row’ 
is 43.”" 

Mr. Uncle took part in a Counselling Sem- 
inar conducted by John Park Lee and James 
Renz. Emphasized was what the pastor can do 
when counselling an alcoholic and what he 
should avoid trying to do. 

In concluding Mr. Uncle states ‘I count 
my experience at the Pennsylvania School of 
Alcohol Studies one of the highlights of my life. 
The instruction was outstanding and the fellow- 


ship on the campus was a real Christian ex- 


perience.’’ 





WHO’S WHO IN THE 
TEMPERANCE LEAGUE 


The very active and energetic Rev, James 
Dewart is the youngest member of the League 
Executive Committee, 

Mr. Dewart was bom 
in Passaic, N, J., and at- 
tended the First Meth- 
odist Church of that city, 
He was active in all 
youth groups from local 
to the state level, having 
served as President of 
the Passaic Valley Sub- 
district MYF; President, 
Newark Annual Conference MYF; and Vice- 
President, Christian Youth Council of N. J., 
an affiliate of the New Jersey Council of 
Churches, 

As a graduate of Brothers College, Drew 
University, Mr. Dewart has an A. B. Degree and 
from Drew Theological Seminary a B. D. Degree. 

Prior to his present appointment as pastor 
of the North Plainfield Church, Mr, Dewart 
served the Sergeantsville and Kingwood Metho- 
dist Churches, 

Mr. Dewart is a member of the Board of 
Temperance of the Newark Conference since 
1953. In 1955 he was elected secretary of the 
Board, and in 1956 and ’57, chairman. He is 
also chairman of the Northeastern Regional 
Briefing Conference sponsored by the Methodist 
General Board of Temperance to be held Octo- 
ber 29-31, 1957, at Buck Hill Falls, Pa, 

Mr. Dewart has rendered excellent service 
to the League this first year of his membership 
on the Executive Committee. 
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A RADIO LISTENER WRITES 
Dear Mr. Lewis: 

I have been listening to your weekly radio 
program over WAWZ for some time and appre- 
ciate what you are doing. The enclosed money 
order is a contribution to your work. | wish it 
could be more but | am supported by ---------- 
and can send a gift only when someone gives 
me something extra, 

Sincerely, 


(Name withheld) 
*eeeeKRE KS 


One swallow does not make a spring — 
but it may make a fall. 
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An Open Letter to 
Church Members Who Drink 


By Earl F. Zeigler 
Dear Fellow Church Member: 

This is a letter that I never expected to write. Not until recently was the fact 
driven home to me that this letter had to be written. It has been prompted by 
conversations with hundreds of pastors and laymen in Pennsylvania and other states. 

My conscience became uneasy during Lent, 1951. I realized that I had had 
unusual opportunities to know the alcohol problem at firsthand, and I was doing 
very little to help solve it. I volunteered to do some speaking in the churches of 
Pennsylvania. The offer was accepted and I have been in a dozen different denomina- 
tions in local churches. 

One observation adds up to this: Social drinking is rapidly increasing among 
church members in several denominations. To a man the pastors lament this 
fact. They say that it is doing something to the church members who drink. Either 
it neutralizes their witness as Christians, or it makes them complacent about the 
alcohol problem. They seem to take the position that the alcohol problem exists only 
when excessive drinking is practiced, and conclude that there would be no alcohol 
problem if moderation were practiced. 

I believe there is unintentional fallacy in this argument. If moderation were a 
cure for the alcohol problem, there would not be seven million problem drinkers, 
including nearly four million alcoholics. These hapless people would like to drink 
moderately, but they have to have more than good advice to be moderate before they 
can stand on their feet again. 

Another observation alarms me: The majority of drinking church members are 
unaware of the nature of alcohol. The active chemical in every alcoholic beverage 
is ethyl alcohol. A bottle of beer, a glass of wine, a shot of whisky contain approxi- 
mately the same amounts of alcohol. This chemical is not digested but goes directly 
from the stomach and intestines into the blood stream. Quickly it is pumped through 
the heart to the brain where it has a peculiar chemical reaction on brain tissue. 
Once alcohol is in the blood, no act of the will can prevent it from acting on the brain 
and other bodily organs. No human being can prevent himself from getting drunk 
if enough alcohol gets into the blood. Neither can he prevent alcohol from taking 
the brakes off his judgment first and motor controls next. Alcohol is no respecter 
of persons. It treats church members exactly like non-church members when it gets 
into their blood. 

I do wish that church members would read up on alcohol. I commend to them 
Alcohol and Christian Responsibility written by Clifford Earle. But if you pass that 
one up, get hold of a little picture book called Ethyl Is Not a Lady, also written by 
Mr. Earle.* 

Bear with me while I make one more observation: Those engaged in the manu- 
facture and sale of intoxicating beverages are definitely gunning for church members. 
They know who drinks and who doesn’t. They know that there are 35,000,000 of 
drinking age who never touch a drop from January 1 to December 31 (including 
New Year’s Eve). That is too big a potential market to ignore, and they are willing 
to spend tens of millions of dollars annually for newspaper and magazine ads, for 
radio and television, to capture these nondrinkers. 

The drinking church member greatly heartens the liquor interests. They know 
that the church member who drinks will not interfere too much with their business 
outside the churches. They know that he will write a few letters to legislators whom 
they are anxious to control. They can count on his taking a negative or a neutral 
attitude toward liquor legislation in general. 

The liquor interests warn drinkers to avoid excess, but they give them no aid in 
practice. They claim to be a friend of the alcoholic, but his help, if it comes soon 
enough, is the friendly hand of the Church and of Alcoholics Anonymous, or of 
specialized clinics. 

The liquor interests “deplore” drinking amoung young people, yet they beam 
their ads to make drinking so attractive that young people will risk breaking the 
law to obtain this drink that makes so many “men of distinction.” 

Probably that enough to say in one letter. Thank you for reading it. Write me 
your reactions, whether you agree or not. These are my convictions. If I’m in error, 
I want to be set right. 

I believe, and I know you believe, that every one of us church members has a 
witness to make for Christ. My concern is that our witness be from a clear brain 
and a pure heart. 

Respectfully yours, 
EARL F. ZEIGLER, Editor of Today, 
Presbyterian Board 6f Christian Education. 
Reprinted by permission of 


Department of Social Education and Action Board of Christian Education, Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 
and by permission of the author. 


* The League will send, without charge, up to 100 copies of ‘tEthyl is Not a Lady” for 
distribution in your church. Write today! 





